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No. 1825. 


Reference to previous Report, Annual Series No. 1622. 
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ATE NIT ROE TS STO oe Ie 


TURKEY. 
JEDDAH. 


Acting-Consul Husein to the Marquis of Salisbury. 


My Lord, Jeddah, September 15, 1896. . 

I wavy the honour to forward a brief Keport on the Trade 
and Commerce of Jeddah for the year 1895, as well as that of 
Vice-CGonsul Dr, Ahmed for the Vice-Consular District of 
Hodeidah, 

Owing to the great difficulty in obtaining statistics, which 
came to hand only a few days before Mr. Acting-Consul Alban 
left Jeddah on leave, the submission of the Report was delayed, 
and My, Alban could not finish it before his departure. 


. I have, &e. 
(Signed) MOHAMMED HUSREIN. 





Report on the Trade and Commerce of the Consulur District of 
Jeddah for the Year 1895. 
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2 TURKEY. 


Imports. 


Cotton goods. 


Cereals. 


Groceries. 


Tobacco. 


Exports. 


Shipping. 


JEDDAH.. 


The annexed tabular statement shows that the trade of Jeddah 
during the year 1895 was a little less than that of the previous 
year. The total value of the merchandise imported in 1895 
amounted to-637,558/., as compared with 701,370. of the previous 
year. But the import from British India has been only very 
slightly below that of 1894, as the total of import from British 
India amounted to 337,2271. in 1895, against 34,0751. in the 
previous 12 months. , 

It will be also seen from the tables that the merchandise 
imported from England has increased instead of having shared the 
general fall which is manifested by the imports from othér 
countries. 

The cotton goods imported from India show a decrease of 
27,6502. in the year under report, as compared with those of the 
previous year, while those imported from England show an 
increase of 5,400/ It appears that the people of Jeddah, instead. 
of getting their English manufactured cotton goods indirectly 
from Bombay, have now commenced to import them direct trom 
the manufacturers, which, there is no dsubt, they must have 
found more profitable. 

There appears a considerable decrease in the importation of 
cereals, which shows that the importations of the previous years 
were more than the requirements of the place. Wheat accounts 
for a decrease of 865/., barley for 12,4402, maize for 3,6752., but 
there has been an increase in the importation of rice during. the 
year equal to 14,1782. 

The articles of this class.generally show an increase in their 
importation during the year under report, and the increase is 
mostly noticeable in the articles imported from India. Thus 
sugar, tea, and coffee imported from India show an increase of 
3,0201., 4,6752., and 1,300/. each, while the import of sugar from 
other countries shows a decrease of 1,1501. 

There has been a fall in the importation of this article, too, to 
the extent of 15,0004. This, as hitherto, is brought from Turkey 
by the Imperial Ottoman Régie Company. 

Inconsiderahle though the export trade of this place is, yet 
during the year 1895 it shows a great increase over that of the 
previous year. ‘The total value having risen to 54,190/., as 
compared with 21,0007. of the previous year. A very marked 
increase is seen.in the exportation of ghee, which alone has been 
exported, mostly to Hodeidah and Suakin, to the value of 30,0002. 

As in previous years the British steamers have been. the fore- 
most in the carrying trade to and from this port as is evident 
from the annexed return of -all shipping showing the tonnage :— 
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JEDDAH. 


Return of Principal Articles of Import to ‘Jeddah from British 


India during the Year 1895. 

















Articles. Quantity. Value. 
£ 
aes and wheat-flour } Quarters .. 43,450 34,7 
ice. ots os ; 2,808,500 142517 
Sugar... PL 41,080 15470 
Pepper .. ee a Bundles .. 1,730 3,460 
Sesame .. si “| Quarters .. 6,450 4,013 
Piece-goods .. | Bales. 1,575 18,200 
33 j Cases. 250 12,250 
y : | Bundles iss 475 30,000 
Hemp, ropes, &e. -  ..f Cwts, - 8,600 2,100 
Tron-and nails .. Tons é 230 3,300 
Tin (iron sheets tinned) Cases is 1,350 ri 
Bea Se ee oe| Cwts. ee 3,270 12,200 
Pewter .. a ae iy aA "475 1,90u 
Window glass .. »-| Cases ae 750 750 
Indigo .. a --| Cwts: ea 8S 1,232 
Silke a ad --| Cases 3 94 2,115 
Perfumes os .o| Owts. ie 100 3,333 
Pulse and lentils e-| Quarters .. 2,610 foe 
Carpets .. an --! Bales as 124 3,305 
Oils... sé -| Owts. se 2,100 2,240 
Groceries ee a FF, os 5,500 5,480 
Chickpeas oe -+| Quarters .. 910 455 
Ginger .. oe »o| Cwts. - 1,480 3,840 
Coffee .. ae we 5 ae 1,780 16,620 
Maize .. a --{ Quarters .. 985 3,065 
Copper .. oe .-| Cwts. re 250 1,750 
Sandal-wood .. --| Cases sis ; san gyn 
Preserves se os ee 
Cardamums.. us Cwts. am "200 2,000 
Timber .. we --| Number .. 78,185 5,7 22 
“Various oe oe oe oe ee or 
Totsl .. e + oe 337,227 


eer A ST a I eS a 
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TURKEY. 


List’ of Principal Articles imported to Jeddah from Countries 
other than British India during the Year 1895. 





Articles. 
Wheat . 
Barley 
Maize 
Dates is 
Carpets .. 
Cotton goods 
Chickpeas 


‘Cotton goods 
Sugar oe 


2? 
Soap be 


Sugar, powdered .. 


Beans Da 


Lentils .. 
Cotton .. 
Incense .. 
‘Grains... 
‘Coffee Se 
Ghee oe 
‘Tobacco .. , 
Petroleum 
Teapots .. 
‘Gunr arabic 
‘Skins ee 
Shells 
Coal 

Total 


Whence Imported. 
Busrah, esrt.. é os 
Busrah .. oe 

Sic, cles re 
Persia .. ae ee 
Busrah .. oe . 
Manchester 7 * 
Egypt . 
Syria... . oe 
Marseilles, &e. = 
were ws oie 

Naples, Tripoli and 

Crete.. 


Moa~seilles and Eespt.. a 


-| Egypt .. ee oe 
Sp lee Be ws 
Yemen .. ms o% 
Mucalla.. <e 
Yemen .. é 
Bustah and Wejh a 
Constantinople.. . 
America. . ae ise 
London... a Ae 
Yemen . te 


Wejh so. 
Yemen ., 
England 


Quarters 
3? 
3) 
2 


Bundles.. 
3? 
Bales 
Quarters 
Bales 
Cwts. 


33 


32 
bbs 
Quarters 
” 
Cwts. .. 


Quarters. 
Cwts. 


Casks .. 


3)- 


-| Tons .. 











Quantity. | Value. 
& 
70,500 28,200 
35,600 7,910 
13,400 3,360 
9,980 23,660 
B55 24,850 
119 4,050 
830 74,700 
920 410 
540 21,600 
13,550 27,100 
3,300 6,600 
1,500 9,000 
2,700 5,400 
2,850 1,266 
‘500 500 
500 540 
230 _ 300 
9,400 6,600 
2,300 14,055 
3,350 3,350 
1,000 30,000 
47,500 14,755 
20 360 
800 2,000 
640 4,790 
550 2,475 
25 1,600 
oe, $19,431 





RETURN of Principal Articles of Export from Jeddah during the 

















Whither Exported. 











—e 


England 


32 


Turkey 
England and India 
England 


3 


India and Javea 
Egypt 

Persia and India 
India ; 
Suakin and Fodeidah 


Year 1895. 

‘ 
Articles. Quantity.| Value. 

: £ 

Skins, goat .. Number..} 40,000 1,800 
> sheep... as +5 -| 140,000 9,500 
Hides 2 se nels 2,000 200 
Henna aie -| Lbs.  ..{ 100,000 1,200 
Senna oe ee] 5s --|. 82,000 550 
Gum.. . -| Cwts.  . 4,500 4,500 
Tortoise shell Lbs. . 480 200 
Mother-of-pearl shell| Cwts. 2,500 5,000 
Honey Py oe FP sie 70 140 
Wax.. ee . : 50 200 
Lavender .. «| Lbs 1,600 550 
Almonds... -| Cwts. . 400 350 
Ghee.. .. a 15,000 | 30,000 
Total e@¢ ee ee ° 54,190 
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JEDDAH. 5 


Return of all Shipping to and from Jeddah for the Year 1895. 























Sailing, . Steam. Total. 
Nationality. ; | 
Number of . Number o} Number of 
Vessels. Tons Vessels. Tons Vessels. | Tons 
—— | eae eee oo me | ee — 

British oss wes 2 1,057 ¢ 97 155,597 » 99 156,654 
Egyptian ... Sas 28 726 54 48,164 82 j 48,890 
Dutch tes ase oie se 43 69,021 43 i 69,021 
Turkish... tee 649 13,087 36 38,313 685 51,400 
Austrian eae vee \ ove { 21 14,291 21 34,291 
German... ae 36 : iss 3 4,935 3 4,935 
French eee one 6 ; 210 © 3 1,917 9 2,127 
Italian ees es 2 40 see 2 
Hadramis ... eee 1 373 1 373 

Total see see 687 15,120 258 332,611 945 347,731 





Pinermt Traffic of Jeddah during the Year 1895. 


























Sic gd Number of 

Description. Pilgrims. 
Javanese and Malays eg be en 11,155 
British Indians a a Zs ots 11,131 
Afghans a i ae xe as 1,320 
Bokharians .. ws we Be ss 3,112 
f Persians ie Se es ea ae 1,952 
Arabs from Hadramot, Muscat and Irak .. 1,519 
Hejazis and Yemanis de ae is 3,409 
Egyptians... a a be te 5,660 
Moors and Algerians uM . - 1,980 
Soudanis and Abyssinians .. ae is 625 
Ottomans and Syrians es oe - 4,891 
. Arrived by coasters nationality unknown .. 261 
Motel. 46° “Gh. 34 47,015 

Hopeipau. 
General Review of Trade. : 


In 1895, amongst the goods exported and imported, with the 
exception of skins and hides in export trade, and piece-goods from 
the United Kingdom in import trade; there has been an increase 
all round. 

More coffee has been exported during the year under review 
than the year previous, for reasons which will be shown Jater on. 

Owing to the exorbitant duty imposed upon it by the 
Lurkish Government, the pearl fishery is next to nething Most of 
the pearls fished in the Red Sea in these parts are taken to 
Massowa and other places, where they realize a good profit to the 
sellers. 

British Indian merchants, residents of this place, command 
both the import and the export trade of the whole of the Yemen. 
They are the people who bring provisions for this most fertile 
and populous province of Arabia, and for the large army which is 

(2279) a4 
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6 TURKEY. 

scattered all over the Yemen. ‘The principal European exporters 
of coffee, hides and skins, which are the main export products of 
this country, having no ready money here give cheques or haw:las 
to British Indian merchants at Hodeidah, who make the market 
rise and fall according to-theit owm rate of exchange, which the 
aforesaid Huropeans are obliged to-accept. 

Piece-goods from America in 1895, owing to the non-existence 
at present of any important American firms here, were not imported 
in large quantity: There -has been a falling off in the exporta- 
tion of piece-goods from India, Great Britain and Lreland, but it is 
not to be wondered at, because the cautious Indian merchants do 
not like, on account of the present condition of the Hodeidah pier 

: and harbour, to run the risk of losing money by bringing piece- 
goods in damaged condition into the Yemen. I am given to 
understand that. if the Hodeidah pier is-substantially built, Messrs. . 
Bates and Co., of Suez, will run a line of steamers connecting 
Turopean steamers at Suez with Hodeidah, thus establishing -a 
fortnightly trans-shipment service of goods to and from Europe 
from and to [odeidah. If that comes to pass, and if, as I hear, 
the charge of trans-shipment be reduced, more European goods 

: will come, and more quickly, by the above line than by the 
Bombay and Persian Gulf Line and other lines which bring woods 
to Camaran for Hodeidah at reduced rates during every pilgrim 
season. 

The Greeks stand second to the British Indians as importers, 
although they are more important exporters of coffee, especially 
to Egypt. hey are the sole petroleum importers in the Yemen 
and huyers of smaller quantities of piece-goods from America 
and Syria, and some provisions from the East for Hodeidah. 

One Italian firm here imports crockery, hardware, and timber 
from Europe, and exports coffee, and every now and then skins 
and hides to Europe and America. 

The Persian and the British Indian merchants of Hodeidah 
supply the Yemen with dates from Persia and East Arabia. 


imports, 


Wheat flour. During this year more flour came from India to the Yemen 
than last year, because the Government contractor made 
arrangements with some British Indian merchants to supply 
35,000 Turkish soldiers who are more or less permanently stationed 
in the country on account of its disturbed state, and because over 
50,000 inhabitants of Hodeidah and some part of the population 
of the interior use it more largely than before. 


Rice. In 1895 there is an increase of the quantity of rice imported 
from India. oe 
Dates. Dates, which form the principal food for the population in 


the interior of the Yemen, show in the current year a rise in 
quantity. This is probably owing to the scarcity of dollars, ag 
in exchange for coffee the Arabs of the interior took dates. 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





JEDDAH. 7 


Spices (ginger, nutmegs, pepper, &c.) came in‘about the same Spices. 
quantities as last year. 
There is not much increase in the quantity of sugar brought sugar. 
from different parts of the world in this year. As in former 
years, large quantities of sugar for the general use of the civil 
population of this place came from Mauritius and India; some 
sugar being also brought from Evypt, China, and Europe. 
The Greeks and some Arab merchants import chickpeas and Chickpessand 
heans from Egypt and Syria. beaus. 
There is little variation as regards the import of piece-gvods Picce-goods, 
from America, and for the reason given above there has been a &e. 
smaller quantity of piece-goeds from Great Britain and India. 
Long-cloth, bleached and unbleached, drill, mull, Dacca cleth, 
and bafta, came from the United Kingdom and India. There is 
more demand for the first two kinds than for the others. 
There jis a fair increase in the importation of timber Cimber. 
this year from Java, Singapore, and JTndia. ‘Lhis commodity 
comes more vii Camaran during every pilgrim season than direct. 
to Hodeidah. 
In the year under report 160,000 cases of petroleum were Petroleum. 
imported from America, showing an increase of 23,000 cases over 
the year previous. Although the price of the petroleum of late 
has been considerably increased, still, owing to the excellent 
quality of the oil, purchasers would rather pay more than have 
cheap Batoum oil in its stead. 
India and China supply this place with silks and silver-ware. silks and 
Carpets are brought into the market here from Persia. silver-ware. 
In 1895 iron bars in large quantity came from Great Britain. all tey 
Hardware, metals, and paper have been imported from Trieste Ifardware, 
by two European firms of this place. metals and 
The branch of the Regie-Cointeressée-des-Tabacs of the itr 
Ottoman Empire, which has been re-established here under the 
name of Société du Tombac, has the exclusive right of the 
importation of tobacco of all sorts. In my trade report of 1894 
I mentioned some work done by the “ Noor-el-Bahr,” a steamer 
employed by the above Company to do coastguard duty, and to 
prevent the smuggling of tobacco into the Yemen. But to watch 
over 2 coast extending from places adjacent to Jeddah down to 
the Island of Perim with only one steamer not. provided with proper 
ammunition and guns, is an impossibility which everyone will 
acknowledge. I hear now that the s.s. “Noor-el-Bahr” will be put 
up for sale, and a fleet of 3 or 5 smaller steamers will be sent here 
to stamp out smuggling from the Arabian coast of the Red Sea. 
I am aware that the principal duty of the Regie steamer or 
steamers is to suppress the import of contraband tobacco into 
Turkish Arabia, and to prevent the landing of dollars in the 
Yemen; but there have been instances in which, although the 
dollars were not landed, and no attempt has been made to 
land them, the Regie steamer “ Neor-el-Bahr” seized the 
dollars, which were really for the current use of the crew of some 
buzgalows, which were then lying at anchor in these waters. A 
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8 TURKEY. 


stop should be put to this sort of irregularity, which might, in 
consequence of indiscretion of: the people of the Regie steamers, 
strain the friendly relations between Turkey and friendly Powers. 

Following is the return of tobacco, &c., which came to the 
Yemen in 1895 :— 




















Description. Quantity. Value. 

; Kilos, £ 
Hamoomi .. << ee i 1,500,000 63,596 
Kaiseroon .. oe ai nr 1,000,000 11,110 
Surati oe - us es 1,00v,000 74,072 
Cigarette tobacco .. ee oe 50,000 16,259 
Total eo ee ee oe 165,037: 





During 1895 about 1,000,000 kilos. of tobacco have, I hear 
from reliable sources, been seized from the smugglers on land 
and on sea. 


Exports. 


With the exception of a kind of manufactured cloth used as 
wearing apparel by the Arabs, and a few printed stuffs dyed in 
the Yemen, and exported to Hejaz and other parts of Arabia, no 
other goods of Arab manufacture are sent out of this province. 

The imposition of an enormous duty on pearls instead of 
being a source of revenue and profit has been a great loss to the 
Turkish Government. 

‘Senna and myrrh are the medicinal substances which are 
shipped from Hodeidah vid Aden to Europe. 

‘The.articles stated in the margin are taken to India, Europe, 
and America, viii Aden. 

Doroof and garara are used to make mats and bays for coffee, 
and other goods for exportation to Europe and America. In 1895 
more gararas than doroofs have Leen exported. 

Chora is a kiad of grain resembling Jowari, which is used by 
the Arabs in many places instead of rice and flour, and is also 
sent out in considerable quantity. 

Dumna, or thyme, a kind of sweet-smelling plant which 
abounds in the interior of the Yemen, is sent out to India. 

Fuller’s earth in crude form is annually exported largely to 
India, where it is sold at a profit of about 100 per cent., after the 
payment of the small freight which is charged by the steamers 
which go to India from this place, and which for their own sake 
take it as ballast. 

The trade in bones, which did not promise much, and which 
was only commenced last year, has ceased. 

Salif, a viliage which is about 37 miles north of Hodeidah, 
and is on the mainland opposite to Camaran, is a great source of 
revenue for the Turkish Government on account of its rocksalt. 
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In my last year’s report I stated that in its present state the 
pier of Salif is not of much use for facilitating the loading of 
‘steamers which come there for salt. Now an experienced 
European inspector has been sent out by the Turkish Govern- 
ment with full power to reorganise the salt works at Salif. 

Last year over 5,000 tons of salt were exported to India by 
‘steamers. 

The export of skins and hides forms the second most important Hides ant 
item in the trade of the Yemen. During the year under review skins. 
there was a perceptible fall in the quantity exported from 
Hodeidah. After the failure of Messrs. Abestein and Co. in 
1894 many small firms sprung up and disappeared, and many 
‘Greek and Arab merchants tried to do business in skins, but 
owing to the rise of exchange, non-acceptance by the skin- 
sellers of other money than Maria Theresa dollars which were 
prohibited from entering the Yemen by an order of the Turkish 
Government, and the higher price of skins and hides in the 
Yemen, as compared with Lurope and America, old-established 
firms, and private merchants lost heavily. Before the year was 
half out, indeed, the Greek and Arab merchants ceased trading 
in. these articles, only the long standing firms continued to buy 
skins and hides in small quantity, to remain in the market 
hence the small export of these goods in 1895. 

At the commencement of 1895 the price of coffee remained Coffer 
high for the same reasons which made the skins and hides 
scarce, because the coffee sellers are also the sellers of skins 
and hides. After a time the arrival of an enormous quantity 
of coffee from the interior of the Yemen, where there is no sale 
for this article, the people themselves using coffee-husks called 
“Késher,” brought the price of coffee down, and consequently a 
large quantity of coffee was shipped at the end of 1895, hence 
the comparatively large exportation of coffee in the year under 
report. 

I received the following return of exports and imports for 
1895 from the Turkish custom-house authorities of Hodeidah :— 

















Texrorts. 
Articles. Quantity. perenne? 
£ 

Tides and skins ee -» |) Bales.. Ms 4,000 50,000 
Coffee .. oe os ..| Bags .. oe 54,787 607,720 
Doroof .. ac we .-| Scores we 40 20 
Garara oe oe ee ee » oe 490 357 

Shells (including mother-of 
pearl shells) .. a --| Baskets oo 200 1,800 
Fuller’s earth .. <s -+| Bags .. Ee 1,473 270 
Chora. oe 6 Ar syd ae “se 1,836 979 
Thyine .. a ae a aj ree sie 65 180 
Sundries. . oo ye ..| Packages .. 16,000 7 96,000 
Total ee oe oe ee ; 757,326 


a en RREE I enemee 
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Iscrorts. 
Articles. Quantity. Value. 
es eee. ~ » ———nens | ee pe oe en | en nd 
, £ 

Piece-goods (from England 
and India) .. ss ..| Bales.. Se 8,000 40,000 
Piece-goods (from America) .. age aie er 3,278 26,224 
Petroleum (from America) na Cases... we 160,000 35,555 

Timber (from India, Java, and 
Singapore) ..  .. ew | Pieces on 35,000 | 38,888 
[Twist -.  .. ss  se| Bales. se 3,000 4.375 
Rice .. ike a Owleee:- dss 67,394 | 45,046 
Wheat, flour oe ve reer = 91,000 79,625 
Spices (ginger, pepper, &c.) Bags .. + 70,000 | 175,000 
Sugar .. a $s -.| Owts... on 90,000 | 17,153 
Dates ..  s- vwwegs weet = 220,000} 22,856 
Iron bars (from England) ape is o 35,000 | 5,574 
Silk and silver ware .. ..| Packages .. 1,600 33,000 
Carpets .. a6 xe --| Bundles << 50. 2,777 
Ghee (from India) .. «.| Cases... ‘ie 300 750 
Sundries os -»| Packages .. 30,000 126,250 
Total .. on a Ms | 688,078 

Shipping. 
Steamers. 128 steamers touched Hodeidah in 1895. Out of this number 


there were 95 British steamers with a tonnage of 50,560 tons, 
30 Turkish steamers with a tonnage of 21,426 tons,and 3 Austrian 
‘steamers with a tonnage of 4,285 tons. 

















Sailing The following is the return of sailing vessels, which entered 
messely: and cleared the port of Hodeidah for trading purposes in 1895 :— 
: F Number of 
Nationality. Vascale: Tonnage. 

Turkish .. ae oie ee 357 703-4 

British ee ee oe oe 22 777 

Persian .. ay “es oe 15 1,862 

Italian oe eo ae oe 10 143 

French a oe ee an 4 464 

Total .. .. «| 408 } 10,280 





Grand totalof | In the year under report; therefore, the total aggregate tonnage 

tonnage of | of steamers and sailing vessels of different nationalities which 
ee, a came and went away from Hodeidah was 86,551 tons. 

Britcn = rom the above table: it will be manifest that in 1895 the 

steamers, | number of British steamers which arrived at Hodeidah was greater 

than in the previous year,.and that their tonnage was also larger. 

In 1895 many important lines of British steamers made 

trial trips to Hodeidah to see whether it would be convenient 

for them to continue trade—touching at Hédeidah, but owing 
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to the wretched condition of the Hodeidah pier I believe they 
did. not consider it worth their while to have a second trial. 
During the year under review, 5 British steamers with petroleum 


and a quantity of piece-goods arrived here from America. 


British steamers came tp Hodeidah from the United Kingdom. 
_ Steamers belonging to the Bombay and Persian Gulf line, 
“ Haji Cassim”’ and “ Visram Ibrahim,” brought from India and 


other parts of the East cargo for Hodeidah either direct or 


vid Camaran. 


Steamers belonging to Messrs. Cawasjee Dinshan and Brothers, 
as usual, brought to and: took away from Hodeidah regularly 
a weekly mail and cargo from and to Aden, at which place mail 


and goods arrive from and for different parts of the world. 


The number of Turkish steamers which came to Hodeidah Turkish 


in 1895 was not so large as was expected when the Egyptian 

¢ line of steamers discontinued their service. These generaily 
brought and took away Turkish soldiers to and from the Yemen. 
In my last year’s report, I mentioned a line of steamers 
(Turkish) which intended running between the Red Sea ports 
and India, but which owing to some reason or other did not 


carry on trade regularly. 


Owing to cessation of Egyptian steamers from coming to 
Hodeidah there has been a marked difference in the total tonnage 
of the steamers which came to this place in 1895. If Messrs. 


steamers. 


Causes of less 
total tonnage 
of steamers in 
1895 than in 


Bates and Co., of Suez, run a regular fortnightly line of steamers 1894. 


between Hodeidah and Suez, touching ut Massowah, Jeddah, and 
Suakin, more cargo will come to Hodeidah, and in 1896 there 
will be an unusual increase of tonnage of British. steamers at 


this port. 


As is to be expected, Hodeidah being a Turkish seaport town, Turkish 
the number of sailing vesscls flying the ‘Turkish flag and touching sailing boats. 


at Hodeidah is greater than. that of the sailing vessels of other 


nations. 


The British sailing crafts come next in number, next come British, 
boats flying Persian colours, next the Italian, and the last the sary 


French. 


During the Haj season of 1895, 24,062 pilgrims arrived by 


talian and 
French sailing 
vessels. 


38 vessels at Camaran from India and other places in the Hast, Pilgrim traffic 


to perform quarantine, which varied from 24 hours to 47 days. 
Two-steamers, named “Zobeida” and “ Mohammedi,” owing to 
outbreak of cholera amongst their passengers were obliged to 
stop at Camaran for 47 and 39 days respectively. Out of the 
above number of pilgrims 10,641 were British Indians, 912 
Afghans, 1,621 Bokharis, and 9,806 Malays (including 5,912 
Javanis), the rest being Chinese, Persians, Somalis, Arabs, and 


‘Turks; 


Of the 38 vessels which brought pilgrims to Camaran on 
their way to Jeddah there were 1 Arab, 8 Ottoman, 5 Dutch, 


and 24 British. 


of the Yemen. 


During the year 1895, cholera broke out at first in March Cholera. 


amongst the pilgrims: of s.s. “Mohammedi,” which remained 
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in quarantine at Camaran for 39 days. On April 25, 1895, on 
the cessation of the disease, the ss. “ Mohammedi” with her 
passengers on board started for Jeddah. 

The second steamer the pilgrims of which suffered from 
cholera in the same year was ss. “ Zebeida,” which after 
her stay of 47 days’ stay at Camaran was allowed to proceed with 
her pilgrims to Jeddah. 

The third vessel amongst the passengers of which cholera 
made its appearance was ss. “ Hussainee,” which came to: 
Camaran in the third week of April, 1895. In the eimp of 
passengers of ss. ‘ Hussainee,” the Malabaris were the: 
firsts who were attacked with cholera, and were isolated 
forthwith from the rest who remained sound until the second 
week of May, when cholera broke out amongst them. The 
pilgrims of ss. “Hussainee” not being free from cholera 
in time to reach Mecca for the Haj were obliged to return to- 
ndia. 

Since my first arrival at Hodeidah, every year I have called. 
attention to the bad quality of drinking water at Camaran, and the 
necessity of urging the Turkish Sanitary Department to have- 
condensers for drinking water for the pilgrims, who, on their 
arrival at Camaran, where the water is always more or less. 
brackish, suffer from indigestion, dysentery, and diarrhoea. I 
have been given to understand that in 1896 over 21,0002. Turkish,. 
have been sanctioned by the Turkish Sanitary Administration 
for the improvement of the lazarette at Camaran, and for con- 
densers for drinking water. 


Agriculture. 


Except a narrow strip of country which extends nearly all 
along the west coast of Arabia, and which is known in the Hejaz. 
and the Yemen by the namt Ichama, the rest of the Yemen is 
very fertile; and on account of the good supply of water and 
the industrious habits of the inhabitants, yields coffee, cereals, 
and grain, viz., jowari, and chora dates, and other fruits in 
abundance, twice every year. 

In some parts in the interior there are three crops a year. 

In the Yemen in many places there are hills where the 
climate resembles that of South Italy, and where cabbages,. 
cauliflowers, and fruits of cold countries are found and are sent 
out to Hodeidah. 

There are some places where the climate is very like the 
climate of India, where cereals and grain grow. 

The export of hides and skins ranking second in importance 
in the trade of the Yemen, it must be taken for granted that 
there is a good pasturage in the interior: hence cattle, camels,. 
and donkeys are found in great number. Except gazelle and 
deer very few wild animals are to be found in the Yemen. 

The most’ known and profitable mineral product in this. 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





Ly 


JEDDAH, 13 


country is salt, which is abundant in Salif and other places. 
Petroleum and various minerals, namely, iron, coal, silver, and 

gold, aithough said to exist in the interior, have not as yet 

been worked by the Turkish Goverriment. 

The population of the Yemen is said to be abont 3,000,000. Population. 

Its present commercial centre, Hodeidah, has over 50,000 inha- 

bitants, most of whom are engaged in trade. Zobeed, Buait-el- 

Faki, and Mocha in the Yemen are more noted for antiquity 

than usefulness, and at present contain only ruined houses and 

forts. 


Industries. 


As already stated, the interior of the Yemen is very fertile, Agriculture. 
hence the name Arabia Felix was given to this province of 
Arabia by the ancient Greeks. Hills as well as plains in the 
Yemen are cultivated by the Arabs. Almost all the principal 
hills have, on their slopes, coffee plantations which are terraced 
for water and shade. In the plains, as in India, sufficient grain, 
&e., is grown, not only for the consumption of the people, but 
sometimes for export. 

D4 1 . st } « ets 1 . ree 

Printing of a kind of cloth, dyeing and weaving, of ropes and Manufacture. 
bags, and building of native sailing vessels, are the only indus- 
tries of this country. 


Public Works, &e. 


Neither railroads nor any kind_of properly constructed roads paitvoads 
for trade or for general use, or for Government purposes, have yet : 
been made; nor are there any signs of their being made in the 
near future. 

A weekly postal service connects Hodeidah with Sania, Mocha, Inland vost. 
Lohaya, and Camaran during every pilgrim season. 

Since the discontinuance of the service of Egyptian steamers, gea post: vid 
mails to and from Europe and the East are carried from and Aden. 
brought to Hodeidah regularly weekly by the steamers of 
Messrs. Cawasjee, Dinshan, and Brothers, vid; Aden. 

Unless there are steamers of the Bombay and Persian Gulf Postal 
line, and sometimes Turkish steamers from Jeddah, mail com- amine: 
munication with Jeddah is carried on by the above-mentioned tion with 
chanuel, ic, vid Aden, per steamers of Messrs, Cawasjee, 7°" 
Dinshan, and Brothers. 

Hodeidah is connected by telegraph with Sanaa, Jeddah, ,, 
Aden, vii Perim and Camaran. Sometimes letters of advice aeogray 
from merchants by post from Aden reach ‘here before the 
arrival of the telegram which was sent prior to the departure of 
the steamer carrying the mail. 


, &eo. 


General Remarks, 


Everyone who has any interest in the construction of the yo 


projected new Flodeidah pier has been tired by the delay in com- Hodeidah 
Pier. 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2006 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


14 s TURKEY. 


mencing the work, for the Turkish Government about 2 years ago 


sauctioned over 15,000/:T. for its building. 


When-the new pier is built, subjects of Turkey. 
Powers residing in Hodeidah will have to pay for 7 


and other 
years an 


increased tariff, and although all the resident merchants ‘have 
agreed’ to pay the proposed new tariff, still there is no 


indication of the coniivencement of the new pier. 


In 18941 


reported the progiess. of destruction by the seaof the old pier, now 
this structure is wholly discorinected withthe mainland. Neither 


is there any harbour at Hodeidab. I[t is an open 


roadstead; 


where steamers have to anchor somehow. If the building of the 
pier is not begun soon it will be impossible to try to do any- 
thing after August, when strong south-westerly winds will con- 


tinne to blow hard for over 6 months. 


Cholera. In 1895 cholera did not appear in the Yemen, but amongst 
the pilgrims of three steamers which came to Camaran. from 
India the disease broke out. and raged violently until the end of 
the Haj season. “Passengers by steamer to Aden from Hodeidah 
were put in quarantine at the former place for some months 


after the Haj of 1895. 


Principal The following are the principal diseases which came under 
diseases in the my observation during my 4 years’ residence at Hedeidah, viz., 


Yemen. a kind of sore resembling Oriental sore, ophthalmin, which now 
and then assumed epidemic form, simple fever, and rheumatism. 

Direction of In 1895, from September 23, south-westerly monsoon properly 

wind. began, and continued till the end of the year. During the othe 
part of the year north-easterly wind prevailed. 

Approximate The following are the approximate proportionate ratios of 


proportionate import in 1895 :— 
ratios of 
import trade. 











ae 


Nationality. Percentage. 
British Indians ee a ea 95 
Greeks... a ‘ a i a 14 
Italians ss ine an a ae vi 
Americans... ae ae ee is 2 
Arabs and others =... a ae we 2 


: - 
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